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Understanding the World 
History in the Early Years is embedded within the area of learning: Understanding the world.  
Children will gain an understanding of their role within their family, the wider community, and the world.  
They will: Identify that things have happened in the past, relating to themselves and within living memory 
Begin to identify that some things have happened before they were born – relating to family such as parents and grandparents 
Identify that some things within living memory have changed and some things have stayed the same – growing up, changing teachers/classrooms etc. 
Understanding that some events and people from history are important because they have achieved something or had an effect 
Start to ask simple questions about people or events from within living memory 
Use simple words to describe the passing of time, e.g., ‘past’ ‘before’ ‘now’ ‘then’ 
This helps prepare them for being able to talk about themselves with more confidence in Year 1 & how to relate what they think about themselves to what they find out about 
the past.  
Early Learning Goals:  
•  To talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members  
•  To know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions. 

YEAR 1 
 
 

Turn Back Time 
Toys 

Changes within 
Living Memory 

 
Fire, Fire, Fire! 

Significant 
Historical Events 

Marvellous Medicine 
The lives of significant 

individuals 
 

YEAR 2 
  

Fit for a Queen 
Significant 

Historical People 
 Sunlight Soap 

Port Sunlight 

Sun, Sea and Sand 
Changes within 
Living Memory 

YEAR 3 Changes in Britain 
from the Stone 
Age to Iron Age 

The Roman Empire 
and its impact on 

Britain 
  

The achievements of the earliest civilizations 
Ancient Egypt 

YEAR 4 
 

Britain’s Settlement 
by 

Anglo Saxons 
Vikings  Mayan Civilization 

YEAR 5 
 

 
The Industrial Revolution & Victorian 

Times 
 

 
Ancient Greece 

 

YEAR 6  
 
 
 

History of the UK – 
Beyond 1066 

Local History Study 
linked with 

World War II 

  The Slave Trade 



 


