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St Michael and All 
Angels  

Catholic Primary 
School  

 
RE Handbook 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Michael’s RE Handbook 
 

 
Welcome to St. Michael’s Catholic Primary school. I hope this handbook is 
helpful and provides useful information about RE in our school. 
 
Please refer to our Staff handbook for a useful guide to many of the routines 
and regulations when visiting or working in St. Michael’s Catholic Primary 
School. 
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Motto 

Love Others As Jesus 
Loves You 

 
Mission Statement 

 
To provide the foundation for a Catholic Christian way of life 

in an environment of caring relationships built on Gospel 
values. 

 
To foster a living community of prayer and celebration. 

 
To encourage the development of the whole child. 

 
To ensure each child reaches their potential 

 
 

Religious Education at St. Michael and All Angels 
 

At St. Michael and All Angels the RE syllabus follows 'The Way the Truth and 
the Life' series recommended by Bishop Mark Davies and based on the 
Religious Education Curriculum Directory for Catholic Schools approved by 
the Bishop’s Conference in 1996. 
 
 
'The Way, the Truth and the Life' syllabus is a one year cycle of topics specific 
to each year group and linked to the Church's liturgical year 
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'The Way, the Truth & the Life' 

 
Overview of Foundation and Key Stage One Syllabus 

 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
 

Foundation 

 
F1 

God's 
World 

 
F2 

God's 
family 

 
F3 

Getting to 
know Jesus 

 

 
F4 

Sorrow 
and Joy 

 
F5 

New Life 

 
F6 

Church 

 
 

Year 1 

 
1.1 

God's 
Great 
Plan 

 
1.2 

Mary 
Mother of 

God 

 
1.3 

Families 
and 

Celebrations 

 
1.4 

Following 
Jesus 

 
1.5 

Resurrection 

 
1.6 

Miracles 

 
 

Year 2 

 
2.1 

Chosen 
People 

 
2.2 

Mysteries 

 
2.3 

The Good 
News 

 
2.4 

The Mass 

 
2.5 

Eastertide 

 
2.6 

Birth of 
the 

Church 
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'The Way, the Truth &the Life' 
 

Overview of Key Stage Two Syllabus 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 
 

Year 3 

 
3.1 
The 

Christian 
Family 

 
3.2 

Mary, 
Our 

Mother 

 
3.3 

Called to 
Change 

 
3.4 

Eucharist 

 
3.5 

Celebrating 
Easter and 
Pentecost 

 
3.6 

Being a 
Christian 

 
 

Year 4 

 
4.1 

The Bible 

 
4.2 

Trust in 
God 

 
4.3 

Jesus, the 
Teacher 

 
4.4 

Jesus, the 
Saviour 

 
4.5 
The 

Mission of 
the Church 

 
4.6 

Belonging 
to the 

Church 

 
 

Year 5 

 
5.1 

Gifts 
from God 

 
5.2 

God’s 
Covenant 

 
5.3 

Inspirational 
People 

 
5.4 

Reconciliation 

 
5.5 

Life in the 
Risen 
Christ 

 
5.6 

People of 
Other 
Faiths 

 
 

Year 6 

 
6.1 
The 

Kingdom 
of God 

 
6.2 

Justice 

 
6.3 

Jesus the 
Bread of 

Life 

 
6.4 

Jesus, Son of 
God 

 
6.5 

The Work 
of the 

Apostles 

 
6.6 

Called to 
Serve 
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Levels of Attainment in Religious Education 
 
 Bishops’ Conference Levels of Attainment 

AT1 Learning about Religion: Knowledge and Understanding 
 
AT2 Learning from Religion: Reflection 
of Meaning 

 Progression in 
Reflection & 
contemplation 

Strand 
level 

1i)  beliefs, teachings 
and sources 

1ii)  celebration and 
ritual 

1iii)  social and 
moral practices and 
way of life 

2i)  engagement with 
own and others' 
beliefs and values 

2ii)  engagement 
with questions of 
meaning and 
purpose 

 Progression 
in Reflection 
& 
contemplation 

Pupils Pupils Pupils Pupils Pupils  Pupils 
1 Recognise some 

religious stories 
Recognise some 
religious signs and 
symbols and use 
some religious words 
and phrases 

Recognise that people 
because of their 
religion act in a 
particular way 
 

Talk about their own 
experiences and 
feelings 

Say what they 
wonder about 

 Reflect quietly 

2 Retell some special 
stories about religious 
events and people 

Use religious words 
and phrases to 
describe some 
religious actions and 
symbols 

Describe some ways 
in which religion is live 
out by believers 

Ask and respond to 
questions about their 
own and others' 
experiences and 
feelings 

Ask questions about 
what they and others 
wonder about and 
realise that some of 
these questions are 
difficult to answer 

 Participate in 
periods of 
reflection in 
response o a 
given stimulus 

3 Make links between 
religious stories and 
beliefs 

Use a developing 
religious vocabulary to 
give reasons for 
religious actions and 
symbols 

Give reasons for 
certain actions by 
believers 

Make links to show 
how feelings and 
beliefs affect their 
behaviour and that of 
others 

Compare their own 
and other people's 
ideas about 
questions that are 
difficult to answer 

 Show 
understanding of 
the importance of 
stillness and quiet 
during times of 
reflection and 
prayer 
 

4 Describe and show 
understanding of 
religious sources, 
beliefs, ideas, feelings 
and experiences; 
making links between 
them 
 

Use religious terms to 
show an 
understanding of 
different liturgies 

Show understanding 
of how religious belief 
shapes life 
 

Show how own and 
others' decisions are 
informed by beliefs 
and values 

Engage with and 
respond to question 
of life in the light of 
religious teaching 

 Demonstrate an 
appreciation of 
the elements 
needed for 
reflection and 
contemplation or 
prayer (places, 
times, foci, 
stimuli) 
 

5 Identify sources of 
religious belief and 
explain how distinctive 
religious beliefs arise 

Describe and explain 
the meaning and 
purpose of a variety of 
forms of worship 

Identify similarities and 
difference between 
peoples' responses to 
social and moral 
issues because of 
their beliefs 

Explain what beliefs 
and values inspire and 
influence them and 
others 

Demonstrate how 
religious beliefs and 
teachings give some 
explanation of the 
purpose and 
meaning of human 
life 

 Explore how 
different 
situations are 
conducive to 
reflection and 
contemplation or 
prayer 
 

6 Explain how sources 
and arguments are 
used in different ways 
by different traditions to 
provide answers to 
questions of religious 
belief, ultimate 
questions and ethical 
issues 

Explain the 
significance for 
believers of different 
forms of religious and 
spiritual celebration 

Explain how religious 
beliefs and teaching 
influence moral values 
and behaviour 

Express insights into 
the reason for their 
own and others' 
beliefs and values and 
the challenges of 
belonging to a religion 

Explain with 
reference to religious 
beliefs their own and 
others' answers to 
questions of meaning 
 

 Discern how 
different forms of 
reflection and 
contemplation or 
prayer can be 
important in 
people's lives 
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St. Michael and All Angels Parish, Woodchurch 
 

St. Michael and All Angels parish serves the families of the Woodchurch estate 
as well as some areas of Prenton. 
 
The parish priest, Fr. Christopher Matthews, Deacons Pat Regan and Paul 
D’Ambrogio and the Parish Sister, Sister Mary all support us in our work. Fr. 
Nick leads the liturgical celebrations e.g. Feast day Masses; Services of 
Reconciliation and Key Stage Masses etc. 
 
The priest, sister and deacons are often available to help in classroom based 
lessons e.g. to talk about the Sacraments. 
 
 
Assemblies 
 
Class Assemblies 
Each class prepares an assembly once a term for the whole school.  
Parents are always invited to these assemblies. 
 
Celebration assemblies are held every Friday to celebrate the achievements of 
the pupils. Class teachers select two children from each class to receive a 
certificate for Good Work or behaviour. Attendance awards are also announced 
during this assembly.  
 

 
Liturgical Year 

 
Please find enclosed a timetable for the Liturgical Year 2016 - 2017 
The liturgies for each term are prepared by a team of staff and pupils.  
The staff, at St. Michael’s, work with the RE leader to prepare the Mass or 
Liturgy, where children take part in the readings, bidding prayers, offertory 
procession and singing hymns. 
 
Records of our Assemblies and Celebrations are saved on the shared drive 
which all staff have access to. 
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Mass is celebrated every Friday morning over in Church as well as on certain 
feasts in school. Classes from either FS and KS1 or KS2 attend once a half 
term. Parents are always invited to attend.  
 

Liturgical Celebrations  
 

Month Celebration Liturgy 

September Welcome/New 
Term/Feast of St 

Michael 

Mass 

October Harvest  Service led by 
children 

November All Saints Mass 

December Advent  Mass 

January Epiphany Mass 

February/March Ash Wednesday Mass/ 
Distribution of 

Ashes 
March Sacrament of 

Reconciliation 
Service 

March/April Lent Reconciliation 
service 

April Holy Week Holy Week 
Liturgies/Stations 

of the Cross 
April Easter Easter Liturgy 

May Ascension Mass 

May/June Pentecost Mass 

May First Holy 
Communion 

Mass 

July End of school 
year/Year 6 

Leavers’ Mass 

Mass 
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Collective Worship 
                  

Daily Collective Worship 
On days when there is no assembly or Mass each class takes part in an act of 
worship in their own classrooms, gathered around a prayer table or focal point. 
This class prayer time should last for about 5 or 10 minutes, during which, 
children should have time for quiet prayerful contemplation as well as saying a 
morning offering and inviting children to contribute their own thoughts and 
prayers. In Upper KS2 children have a daily reflection rota they must sign upto 
each half term and take turns to lead the morning reflection. 
Each act of Collective Worship takes the form of a prayer focus, lighting a 
candle, music, hymn, picture, thought for day / story / powerpoint / drama / 
prayer and quiet reflective opportunities, inviting children to make suggestions 
for people they would like to pray for. 
 
 
Weekly Collective Worship 
The Head Teacher leads weekly whole school assemblies on a Monday 
morning. These are linked to the Gospels and set the theme for the week.  
Whole school celebrations follow the Liturgical seasons.  
(See Liturgical calendar attached.) 
We may focus on the Liturgical year, the Saints, Mary, a Bible story, CAFOD, 
PSHE issues, Remembrance, song / hymn, poem, story, the Gospel message, 
respect for each other or themes related to The Way the Truth and the Life. 
Music and candles are used to provide stillness, encouraging wonder and awe. 
 
Key Stage Weekly Collective Worship 
Each teacher takes a turn in leading the weekly key stage assembly (KS2 is on 
Wednesday mornings and FS/KS1 are held on a Thursday afternoon. The 
teacher chooses a theme linked either to the liturgical year or something 
relevant to school context and is always linked into scripture and back to our 
school motto rooted in John 13:34 
 
Hymn Practice 
Whole school hymn practices are led by the RE leader. Children learn a variety 
of hymns and action songs.  
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The choice of hymns are carefully planned to fit into the RE themes, liturgical 
celebrations and class assembly themes. Children build up a repertoire of 
hymns throughout year. 
 
In addition class teachers will prepare hymns with their class for their 
assemblies.  
 
A list of Hymns in alphabetical order can be found in the hall for use by all 
members of staff. 
 
Traditional Prayers 
We introduce traditional prayers from Foundation Stage, building up gradually.  
Children are also encouraged to learn and participate with prayers and 
responses during Mass. 
We encourage children to pray at home with their families. Every class have 
traditional prayers displayed on their prayer focus and around their classroom.  
Staff pray together and parents are encouraged to join in with prayers at 
Masses and assemblies. 
 
Prayers 
Children are encouraged to join in with Litanies, responses and making up own 
prayers.  
Children pray in a variety of ways and are invited to pray silently and make 
suggestions for prayers. We have a variety of children’s prayer books and we 
focus on words in simple hymns and songs. 
 
Each Friday, the Head Boy and Head Girl travel through the school ringing the 
Angelus Bell at 11:45am. Each class stops what they are doing and participates 
in the Angelus in a form that is appropriate to their age group. 
 
Traditional Prayers 
All children should be taught these traditional prayers from F2 to Yr6. 
Prayers are adapted according to age. 
 

§ Sign of the Cross 
§ Morning Offering 
§ Grace Before Meals 
§ Act of Contrition 



10 
 

§ Angel of God 
§ Our Father 
§ Hail Mary 
§ Glory Be to the Father 
§ Eternal rest 
§ The Angelus 

 
During the month of October children should also be taught to say the Rosary. 
 
Displays 

 
Display forms a vital part of our school environment. Children know that we 
value their work and celebrate by displaying it for all to appreciate. 
Each classroom should have an RE display and a focal point for prayer.  
 
Resources 
RE resources may be found in the staff room, the stock cupboard next to the IT 
suite, the hall, Church and the Head’s room. 
Here you will find a variety of books, Bibles, pictures, posters, artefacts, 
rosary beads, candles, tea lights, CDs etc. to assist in the teaching of RE 
Please ask RE leader if there is anything you need. 
Each teacher has a selection of Collective Worship resources stored in their 
classrooms. 
 
Retreat Days 
For the past 6 years, Year 6 have enjoyed a retreat day at Barnstondale where 
they are encouraged to reflect on their time at St Michael’s and look forward to 
their future challenges as they move to Secondary school with the focus firmly 
rooted in the idea that God is with them wherever they go. 
 
Prayer Spaces 
Over the past 18 months in school, we have begun to introduce and develop the 
concept of Prayer Spaces beginning in KS2 and gradually rolling them out 
across the school. They are an opportunity for children to find some stillness 
and a place for them to simply ‘be’ and begin to develop their spirituality and 
their relationship with God. They have become extremely popular among 
pupils, so much so that we have begun the development of a Prayer Room 
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within school so the opportunities for such reflective and spiritual experiences 
can be enhanced. 
 
Fundraising  
During Advent, the school fundraised for Cafod’s World Gifts Project and 
raised enough money for each class to purchase at least one gift. Visitors from 
Cafod are often welcomed to speak in assemblies or work with classes. 
 
Over the past few years, the school has raised money for a variety of different 
charities including Save the Children and Mission Together. We have held a 
Macmillan Coffee Mornings and Race for Life events to raise money for 
Cancer Research. Events are well supported by staff, parents and pupils. 
 
 
Advent and Christmas 
During Advent the weekly assemblies focus on the four Sundays leading up to 
Christmas. 
A wreath is kept in the hall throughout Advent and lit at each assembly. 
 
Each class makes/uses an Advent calendar for their classroom which is used as 
a focal point for their daily act of worship. 
 
Key Stage 1 and Foundation perform a Nativity musical play.  
Key Stage 2 perform a Carol Concert for parents and parishioners. 
 
Each year a class are chosen to take part in our Deanery Advent Service held in 
our parish church. The joint Advent service is planned, prepared and delivered 
as a result of combined efforts from staff and pupils at all schools and is one of 
the highlights of our liturgical year 
 
 
Lent, Holy Week and Easter 
During Lent, Year 6 children, as part of their topic on Jesus Son of God, look 
at the history and significance of the Stations of the Cross. They then work in 
class to produce their own Station of the Cross. These are then used to lead the 
rest of the school in guided reflection on the Way of the Cross. 
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The Stations are taken over to church for Good Friday and stuck underneath 
the relevant station of the cross sculpture for use by the parish. 
 
Sacramental Preparation Programme 
Together with the parish the school plans a programme of preparation for First 
Sacraments for the Year 3 children and their parents as well as any other 
children throughout the school who wish to make their Sacraments. 
 
The three way partnership of parents, parish and school help to build a firm 
foundation for the preparation of First Forgiveness and First Holy Communion. 
 
The school, together with the parish and parents, prepare the children for these 
Sacraments using the book “I Belong” 
 
Parents Meetings 
Parents meetings are held in school and led by the parish priest, the Head 
Teacher and the RE leader.  
 
In the term following the First Holy Communion a celebration treat evening is 
arranged by the RE Leader who, together with the parish priest, takes the 
children for tea and then bowling. 
. 
Parents 
Parents are warmly invited to our celebrations, assemblies and Masses.  
We welcome parents to join in with some retreat days and art projects. Parents 
are involved in the prayer life of our community, by taking part in Masses, 
services and celebrations. 
 
At the start of each term parents are given information about each of the RE 
topics covered by 'The Way the Truth and the Life' for that term. Newsletters 
notify them of Masses, feast days and forthcoming celebrations. 
 


